Farrowing Time                          401
and should not be attempted when it is possible to secure prompt and expert help.
The reason for failure to farrow normally may be that the first one of the oncoming pigs has become twisted or blocked in the passage, and it is usually necessary to resort to mechanical means to remove the pigs and save the mother. There are many different types of patented forceps designed to extract the pigs. These may be purchased but, as a rule, they are never handy when needed most. A piece of straight number nine wire, 2 or 3 feet long, will do very well. One end of the wire is twisted to form a handle and the other is bent to form a hook. This instrument and a short length of strong twine or cord will complete the outfit.
Before attempting to use the wire hook, the caretaker should try to remove the pigs by hand. Possibly the trouble is caused by the first pig becoming lodged crosswise in the passage. If this pig is straightened and removed, the remainder of the litter may come without further aid. The hand and arm of the operator should be wrashed carefully and greased with vaseline. Introduce the hand into the vagina and proceed gently forward until the pig causing the blockade is reached. Do not rush the operation. Take plenty of time and handle the sow gently. When the pig is felt, an attempt should be made to straighten and remove it by hand. If this is successful, the operator should wait a few minutes to see whether the other pigs come without further assistance. When the remaining pigs fail to come, the hand operation may be repeated as many times as necessary. If the pigs cannot be removed by hand, the hook must be resorted to. This should be sterilized before use. The hands and arms are washed and greased and the hook passed into the birth canal. The hooked end of the wire is carried in with the hand and inserted under the jaw of the first pig. If the pig is in proper position to come, the operator may apply a gentle pull each time the sow strains. Cease pulling when the sow rests. If a wire hook is not handy the stout cord may be used to extract the pigs.